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)nscious to all external things, and
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conscious to recognize tho voice, I
something of Importance

mst have occurred, and wus on tho
i:rt in n mnmpnt. rnv m. rlntnllvnu
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"What is it, Xancy?" I exclnlmcd,

urrying to open the door. My wife
us iiiiii-uryju- g uuisiuc u, wiui a yci-i-

envelope in her hand.
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ave let you see it for ever so, only T
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"Hcrel give mothemessnpontonni.
said, and sho handed it to me. I tore
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inic paper, on which was written!
important robbery at Tho Gnbles.
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"What time is it, Nancy?" I asked,
i nurncu on my clothes again.

"Just gone ten. Jlut, U! Jark!
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"Well, it looks like It, Nan, but it
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o glad onough to spend a few qrriot
uys with you, but business h) bus!-es- s,

my dear, nnd the Btato claims my
nt nftnntlnn
"0! dang tho state!" exclaimed
anoy, angrily. "Why cau't it keep

now, instead of working them as it
s, to shin and bone 7"
"YfJil yesl but never mind just

uuv get me uuv my uwicr nun,
tutor, lor the just uay.t-waiu4w- w"

ftiio Atlanta, she shipped 3 soa over
this one, nnd It must go to the cleaner's.
The. Gables Is a big place, I've heard,
mnd I must dress according."

"And how long will you be gone,
J ark?"

"That I can't say! It must bo a bc
rlous robbery, or the chief wouldn't
hnvo ordered ine to travel by the night
mall. No time to be lost, I guess!
Now, get mc a hansom, there's a good
Iuhsj I must call at the yard for my
Instructions before I catch the mall
from raddlngton."

My wife did as 1 requested her,
weeping quietly the while. 1 kissed
Iher hastily, jumped Into the hansom,
Jtold tiio driver to go as If the old man
'were after him, and started fon Scot-

land Ynrd.
"I was sorry to have you up again

o soon, uusoy," saiu me inspector,
,, n i,.in tnr ui .t9. i,h1 tn.
orntim. 1rnm Mnlt,irford to sendo

("i was Bonnr to havk you ui again
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tlown the sharpest detcctlvo wo have,
loud you know who that Is, whenyou'ra
nt home!"

This compliment from our inspector.
who is no flatterer ns a rule, pleased
me very much, and I felt the strength
of u lion rise in me at his words. 1

fancy I got a bit red, as I Answered:
"Thank you kindly, slrl 1 suppose

the business is of importance!"
"livery Importance! Property to

the amount of thirty thousand pounds
missing, under circumstances which
Keem to point to however, I shall leave

'

ou to find out that for yourself.! 1'ou
may be detained some days In The:
Cables; Indeed, you are sure to be,
Are you prepared for ltV" I

'

"I can write to Mrs. Uusby for whai
I may require, sir," I replied. "iMay 1

nuk on whoso information we nre act-- 1

ing?"
"0 yes! No secrecy about the mat-- 1

ter! The person who has written foi
your attendance Is Sir CharleH Kilcs-- :

mere, the muster of the house, ilia
father died only last week wa
buried yesterday the jewels fount
missing after the reading of the will,
He says they are of fabulous value,
and a family heirloom."

"All the better," I said, "they will b
the more easily traced. They won't
give me so much trouble us Messrs,
Mears and Allcock's gold and silver did,
Stones cun'l bo melted down into
lumps of ore!"

"Ah! JJuHUy," the inspector wnB goad
enough to say for the second time,

'

"that was a sharp piece of work and
It won't be forgotten! You'll reach
Mounlngford about five o'clock, bo you
had better put up at a hotel till you've
had your breakfast, then off to The
Gables as soon as may be!"

"Very good, sir! I'll start at once,
nnd wire you all particulars as soon
nb I've heard them. And if 1 require
hssistauce, I'll havu Crowe, if you're
willing, lie has the coolest head, I
Jnow!"

"After your own, JJusbyl" 6ald the
Inspector, laughing, and I thankod him
ugain, and started on my journey. It
wus oveinbcr, and the nigntu were bit- -

teriv cold. I wranned mvself un well
,ln mv run- - nnd lnniilnir hnnlr lii n xnrnnr
,0f tho rallwnv carrlam--. tried to resume
u)y broken slumbers, but it was useless,
I had been too thoroughly roubed.
.When I arrived at the Mauniugfonf
.hotel, I ent In one corner of the office j

.room till It wus light enough to huve my
bmikfust. Uy thut time several cus'
tu.ners, ohlefly travelers, were down
nlso, nnd two or three outsiders hnd
strayed in to warm themselves with a
cup of ten or coffee before they started
on their day's work. I soon found thai
tho mysterious robbery at The Qablca
was the general topic of conversation.

"But It's quite incomprehensible!"
soid one man, "the jewels was safe ond
sound in the old baronet s bedroom a
week before he died, for Iiachcl Murk?
buw them with her own eyesl And no
one entered the room till after, and then
only the undertakers!"

"Ah! them undertakers!" exclaimed
another man, "I wouldn't trust them
any further than I could see 'em! Why!
J remember when my mother died, and
they was left In tho room to lay hor In
her coflln, there wasn't a pin left in tho
cushion the next morning, and tho very
roap was took out of tho Boapdlsh, for
I've heard my Bister say so a score o'
times."

"Them Jowels was worth a power of
money," interposed a third. "The old
gentleman he got them from thn king of
tiie Ingles, und they was valued at u
million poundsl"

"Ho stole them, roost likely," said tho
first speaker. "It was in the. days of
old John Company, wheu tho BrltUh-er- s

stole right and loft; 'loot,' they
called it, but it came to the same thing !

And now, you see, this Is what they calls
a Nemesis! They've lost them agninl
Lor! it won't be for long! Sir Charie
he hnve telegraphed for a detective from
London, nnd nil the servnnts are forbid
to leave tho house till he comcsl He'll
find 'em, never fear! They can't havo
walked off by themselves, nor they
can't be very far, neither! All I know
is, that I wouldn't like to bo the man as
has got 'era. The officer he'll sniff 'cm
out soon enough!'

"Tho man!" repented his companion,
contemptuously. "Tain no man as hns
has thoso jewels. He'd better shake out
my Indy's skirt., Instead. That's whero
tho jewels is gone. She wns always mad
to got 'em, and mad ngnlnst tho younjr
baronot, und sho lias 'em, you may take
my word for it! Ah! there's no artful-
ness to bent tho artfulness of a woman ! "
sighed, rather than said, the other man,
an though he had cause to know it.

PAHT II.
I listened to their talk, but, of course,

J said nothing. So thut was the way
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the land lay, I thought to myfiolfl It
was trim that little dependenco wm to
be placed on these bucollo opinions,
yet a long experience had taught mo
that there was seldom smoke without
flro. I tried to maintain an unpreju-
diced mind, but It is dlfllcult to oxttn-guls- l

i train of thought, once lighted,
and found myself thinking there
mig iu a good deal of senso in the n

surmise.
As soon as my breakfast was con-

cluded and I could leavo the hotel with-c??i- t

oreatlng suspicion as to my errand
I mado my way quietly to The Qnbles,
and, Bonding In my card, inquired for
Blr Charles Ellesmcro. The old butler
who answered the door to me glanced
at the card and then at mc, and said,
quietly!

"I'm glad you've come, slrl Thore'e
been u terrible upset hcrel"

"So I understand. What Is youi
name?"

"Goddnrd, sir, and I've been man and
boy In The Oables ever since the Jan'
inustcr came home from the liast Indies,
now forty years agol"

"Ah I Then I dare say you'll bo n

a nluablc adjunct In this matter. I shall
hnvo a talk with yqu, Ooddard, by anil
by. At present my first business ii
with your master."

"Of course, slrl This way, If you
pleasel" And the butler preceded mt
into a hnndsome library, well furnished
with book shelves.

Jn another minute the door reopened
nnd Sir Charles Ellcumcrc, dressed ir
deep mourning, stood beforo mc. II
was a singularly handsome young man.

1,- -Jn
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though looking pule and careworn. He
motioned me to a seat and took one him-
self.

"You wired to Scotland Yard for me
yesterday, I understand, Sir Charles?"
I commenced.

"I did. There has been a most serioilH
lobbcry committed on these premises,
and I suppose, Mr. Busby," he iinid,
looking at my card, which ho hold in
his hand, "that I must M you every-
thing I kuow concerning it?"

"It w&M be better, Sir Charles," I
replied. "Perhaps you will begin by de-

scribing the jewels you have lost,"
"I know very llttlo about jewelry,"

ho said, "but they were magnificent,
ond my late father has often told mc
that they were valued at from twenty-liv- e

to thirty thousand pounds."
"Thuy must iave been uuinue to

havo cost that sum," I remarked.
"He did not buy them; they were n

gift to him for services received. He-lor- o

ho cumo into the tltlo ho was on
oflicor in tho East India company's
service und saved the lifo of the rajnh
of Tonibore, whose kingdom was in n
state of mutiny, in order to quell which
.the company had volunteered the

of one of their regiments, in
which my father held tho rank of lieu-'tennn- t.

In return for this service tho
rajah, who was deeply grateful, pre-
sented him with the ornament from
his turban, which comprised some oi
tha state jowels, and begged that it
should be handed down In his family an
nn ncirioom. anortiy niicrwnrds mv
,fnlirr enmn nn his fltli, nnd tirnri

he returned to Emrland and sottlpfl
down here he married, and 1 nm tha
fiolu issuo of his marriage."

"You considered, then, Sir Charles,
thnt the j,, heirloom wou!(, 1Mt.

,, v desccnd to vou nud vour chiMrL.n
.after you?"

I havo been told so, times out of
mind! When I was a mere Infant and
my father was proud of me, ho us6d to
produce those jowels for mo to play
with, anil tell me they were my own,
1 nover dreamt, for a moment, thut it
would be otherwise, until until "

"Until whut? If I am to assist you
In this matter, Sir Charles, you must
please to bo quite candid with me.
You must not from false delicacy keep
back anything!"

"Well, then, I will soy that, until my
father married again, I never thought
it possible that he would disregard tho
rajah's wish concerning theml"

"Tho lato baronet married a second
time, then? The present Lady Elles-nier- o

Is not your mother!"
"01 dear nol My mother died when

1 was ubout El.xteeh."
"And your present age, Sir Charles?"
"Twenty-fiv- e on my lost birthdayl"
"This lady whom your lat father

married, is she young?"
"Very young, in compnrlsn with

him about thirty, I should thlnkl"
"And pardon tho question may I

ask if you nre, and always havo been,
on good terms with this lady, Sir
Charles?"

The young man looked distressed.
Before he answered me he glanced up
into my face and inquired:

"Is tills quite necessary?"
"Quite necessary, Sir Charles! ',1,

"Then if I must speak, Mr. Busby,
my stepmother has always been my
bitterest enemy with my late, father!
I'rora the day she entered this houso
ns Lady Ellesinere, her aim has been to
keep mo out of itl When my own
mother died and my father married
again I felt bound to adopt some pro-

fession and took up thnt of medicine.
It Is a wild professti, at least amongst
its younger votaries, as doubtless you
know, and I was as wild ns my com-

panions, I dare say, but not worse.
But I used to think that there must Uo

noma spy rot upon my actions every
little frollo was repeated to my father
with such exaggerations that he be-

came' at constant variance with mo.
und it was a penalty to go home instead
of a pleasure. 1 felt lonely and as if
I hefd no home, and this feeling per-
haps, as muoh as uny othor, induced me
to marry, rather iinprudoritly as it
necrried at the time, a young lady to
whom I had become much attached,"

"You aro a married man, then, Blr
Charles?" I said.

"Yesl I hovo been married six months
now!"

"And your lady is in the llouso?"
"She in I I sent for her ub soon as my

father's will was mado known to mo!"
"Will yqu kindly proceed, and lot mc

know under what clroiiniiituuccs tho
rajah's heirloom win nilsseil?"

"It was like thin. Mr. Kusby. A week
beforo my father died, ho sent for me
and accused me of having married Miss
Lasccllcs that was the name of my
wife without his consent, or knowl-
edge. I retaliated by saying that he
had shown no Interest 'n my proceed-
ings lately, and therefore I did uotcon-sldo- r

that I owed him
1 als-- ) demanded who it wins who hnd
informed him of the fact, J He refused
to tell me.butfolllntoaterrlblopasHlon,
declaring thut he had cut mc out of his
wlM and loft mc dependent on the
bounty of my stepmother. I was deep-
ly mortified, but too proud to rcmon-ntrat- e

with him. We parttd in anger,
and a week after they wrote to toll me
ho was dead, and that 1 was e::pected
to attend the funeral. I came down
here in consequence, quite believing
that my father's threats to mo had been
curried out. Judge of my surprisa
then, when the will wus rend after tho
funcral,tofindthatthey had been mode
merely to frighten mc that I inherited
ail the property with the exception of

settlement mndo upon his wife
nt tho tlnio of their marriage, Including
(ho funioui! jewel, which was exprcusly
mentioned us a family heirloom. Uut
when tho solicitor came to look for thn
jewels In tho strong box In whloh they
had alwuyr been kept In my father's
bedroom, they had vnnished there
was not a trace of them, left. Upon
which, by hiB advice, I wired at onco to
Scotland Y'ard for nfcsistance, and for
bid any of the servants leaving tho
Uab'les till you had arrived."

"You did wisely, Sir Charles, but may
1 ask If anyone bus left the house even
for a walk, since the will yvas read?"

"So one that I am aware of. Tho
Indies have kept closely to their own
rooms. The fuueral took pJaco only
the day before yesterday."

"And how many Inmates does tho
house contain at the present mo-
ment?"

"Thcvo Is my stepmother, tho
Dowuger Lady Ellesinere my wife,
Miss Crtilcy, a poor protege of my Into
father, but she doesn't count, and tho
servants. Goddard, the butler, has
known mc from a baby, and so has tho
upper housemaid, Nelson. Tho others
havo been changed several times sluco
my father remarried; I know little or
nothing of theml"

"Will you describe these Jewels to
mc, us accurately as you can, Sir
Charles?"

"Certainly. The center one was nn
enormous emerald that wassurround-e- d

by a circle of largo brilliants thoso
again by emeralds nnd rubies then
brllllnnts. I enn hardly describe tho
eJTect of them to you. They blazed like
lire, nnd I hnvo told you their esti-
mated vnlue."

"Too vnlunblo nnd remarkable for
any common person to meddle with,'
I observed. "If they have been stolen, '

it bus been done by practiced profes-- 1

slonol thieves, or or " j

"Or whom?" demanded Sir Charles.
"iou (ion v imagine i wouiu steal my
own jewels, do you?" t

"Jsot exactly, Sir Charles. But I sup- -
pose you know it will be necessary
for mc to oxuminc everybody who mny
be in the house, separately, nnd to
make a thorough search and Investiga-
tion of ull the property contained in
itV"

"I supposo so. With whom will you
begin?"

"Well, the next person of Importance
ufter yourself would seem to be tho
Dowager Lady EllcKiuere. Would it
bo convenient for me to interview her
before I proceed to the others?"

"Certainly. I believe she is expect-
ing you with nome anxiety. Will you
accompany me to her boudoir?"

I rose and followed him from the
room. He did not appeur to entertain
any suspicion of his stepmother, with
regard to tho robbery, but to my prac-
ticed eye It seemed ns clear us daylight.
Hcwerer, one of our first rules is never
to be prejudiced by the story of ono
witness, but to keep our heads clear
until we have heard all there Is to
Mil.

The young baronet preceded me to
tho boudoir, and simply saying; "ThU
is Mr. Busby, from Scotland Yard, Lady
Ellsmere," left mc alone with his step-
mother. Heavens! whut a beautiful
woman she was! As she rose to re-

ceive me, I thought I had never seen
anything so huudsome out of u pic-
ture. Her uppearance made quite a
repulsion in my feelings regarding her.
Her voice, too, when she spoke, was as
soft and musical as a flute.

"You aro the detective for whom Sir
Charles has. telegraphed?" she com-
menced by saying.

"Yes, my lady.'l iiin," I replied, and
then she waved her hand towards a
chnir in the most graceful manner,
and said: "Proy, sit down." Upon
which I did os she desired me, nud shu
resumed her own sent.

"Tills Is a most unfortunate affair,
Mr. Busby," she commenced, und I re-

plied:
"Without doubt, my lady, it is."
"To happen at such a moment, too,

wheu wo woro all so distressed about
the poor dear baronet's death, makes
it doubly annoying!"

"But, as your ladyship must perceive,
such an impudent robbery could ouly
take place at a time of distress and con-
fusion. The thieves hnvo counted on
thut, to allow them to make oft with
their booty."

"But I trust you will stop them," aho
said, with a faint smile.

"I hope so, but In ordor to do It I
must ask you to afford me all tho help
in your power, Lady Ellesmere, by tell-
ing mo everything you con about tho
theft and tho circumstances in which
It must havo been carried out."

"Of course, I quite understand that,
lint there seems very little to tell. When
the solicitor, Mr. Cator, unlocked tho
safe after my luto husband's will was
read, in order to deliver over the jewels
into tho keeping of Sir Charles, they
were gone not n vestige of them any-
where. That is all that anybody knows
about It."

"But I want to know what took placo
before your husband's death, in order
thut I may Judge if the robbery were
planned or unpremeditated. Will you
kindly tell mo ou what terms the pres-
ent baronet was with his father?"

She looked startled, and said much ob
8lrCharles h.lmja.cU.hi"1 '".- - ...
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"Is that necessary? Am I to disclose
family secrets to a stranger?" a

"If tho stranger is to help to unravel
tho mystery, my lady yes. Sir Charles
has told mo as much as ho thought
would help me In thomattor."

At that her eyes gluamed with a less
subdued light, mid I guessed sho hnd
another lda to her chnracter than tho
one she hnd hitherto displayed tome.

"Oh, If that Is tho case, I need have
no hesitation," she replied.

"Well, then, ho behaved shamefully
to his poor father, Mr. Uusby, and I
I conclude I speak in confidence to
vo- -

THEN nilTUIlSINO TO MY SIDE, SUB

STOOl'ED AND WIHSrKHF.n.

".Most certainly, my lady! You can
hay what you choose, as safely as if I
weie a doctor or a priest."

She rose, and, going to tho door,
locked It; then, returning to my side,
f.lie stooped and whispered:

"My own private belief Is that Sir
Charles wns the cnuso of his father's
death!"

PAUT III. p

I stared nt her wondering if sho
were a little insane or excited by
drink, but oil becond thoughts 1 dis-

missed both ideas Lady Kllcsmere
meant whut bIic said, whether sho be-

lieved It or not.
"I will tell you the facts, Mr. Husby,

mid you can mako of them what you
llkul Tho present baronet and hU
father have uhvays been on bud terms
with each other. He was furious with
Sir Henry for marrying me furious
with us both for loving each other hi.',

dissipations nearly broke his father'.
heart and his extraviigaucei. sorely
tried his purse Sir Henry never
spoke of cutting him out of his wili,
until news reached him, through a mu-

tual acquaintance, that his son had
been married for the lust six months,
without giving us the slightest intlmu
tion of the. fact. Sir Henry was then
os well os you or I hale, hearty man of
sixty, without un uilment cl uny sort
He wrote for his sou to conic down und
Bee him, which he did, not knowing
that his father had heard his Heeret.
nmi u terrible scene ensued. Sir Henry
ntved, as I consider he hod good right
to do, und the young man curBed antl
swore, and It ended by hlfi father din- -

owning hlm.' unJ snyiiig that ho had
cut him out of his will nnd left him de

j pendent upon himself. Sir Charles (as
ho is now) rusncd irom tuo nouso vow-

ing vengeanct. I and several of tho
servants heard him and wheu we went
in to Sir Henry, wc found him laid back
In his choir, speechless, und almost

from the fearful excitement
he hud pnssed through. We got him up
to his bed, which lie never left again,
dying within tho week."

And here, the ncwly-mad- o widow put
her cambric handkerchief to her eyes
and dubbed them delicately.

"You wish mc to underatnnd " I
said, deniurriugly.

"I wish neither you nor Bnyone to
ndopt my opinions," she answered,
sharply. "You asked me to tell you
c.ery thing, nnd I hnvo done so. My
poor husband tried, until he drew his
It.st breath, to mako us nil undcrstnnd
thut his son had killed him though
pnrnlyzed und unnble to spenk, he
pointed Incessantly to tho strong box
in his room, whore the jewels were
kept, but I, having heard him say so
often that he would rather leuve them
to mc (to whom he was most tenderly
uttuched) than to IiIb son, who would
only bquunder them In dissipation, be-

lieved thut ho merely wished to lntl-mat- o

that they were to be my own. I

thought ho spoke tho truth wheu he
told mo thnt he had altered his will,
and was quite taken by surpriso when
1 found that nothing was to be mine,
except my inarrliigo settlement. But
the jewels were gono by that time."

"Your Idea is" I said, desirous oi
leading her on, but I perceived that she
wns an acute woman, und quite copnble
or keeping iier own secrets.

"I have no ideus, Mr. Busby, ns 1

linvu nlrendy told yon," she replied,
quickly. "All I know for certain is,
that on tho Tuesday I saw nnd bundled
the rnjnh's heirloom the housemaid
Jmchel Murks was with ine at the time,
and enn confirm my statement thut or.
tho Wednesday, tho present baronet
hud thi3 atoruiy Interview with his
father from the en'ec.ts of which my
husband never recovered thnt a week
after, ho was dead, and the jewels wera
nlreudy gone. When they went, uni'
who tool; tnem, it is lor you to find
out!"

"Uut if I understand your Insinua-
tion nright the thief only took his
own property?"

"But ho didn't know that it wns his
property!" sho answered. "Ho hud
just boon told that It had been left away
from hlra."

"But now surely, there could be no
further necessity for concealment?"

"No one would care, I conclude, to
confess himself to be a thief, even Si

no punishment could follow! It wat
necessary to make a fuss about the
loss but whether it is assumed, or not,
you may be a better judge than my-telf.- "

"No one, you say, buw the Jewels
after you hud handled them on Tues
day'"

"No one In tills houso saw them after '

thnt," sho answered determinedly;
"1 lnMfP.1 ti., mvnv In the stromr i,;,v
in Sir Henry's bedroom, with my owii '

hands, and the key lay, us it nlwayv
did, iu a drawer of his bureau. It ww
found there after his death."

"Pardon mo I suppose there were
attendants passing in and out ot tht
hick room?"

"Certafnlyl but I nm suro no servanf
in this house would dare to touch such

valuablo thing and beforo tho baro-
net's own eyesl Besides, Julia Craley
nover left Sir Henry's side, day nor
night!"

"And may I ask who Julia Craley
Is?" I demauded.

"Julia Craloy," replied Lady Elles-niero- ,

"Is a protege of tho lute baronei
the dnughtcr of a distant cousin ol

his, who was left a penniless orphan
and thrown on his bounty for protec-
tion and support. She wa deeply at-

tached to Sir Henry her love for him,
and for his Bon, also, was more like that
of a dog than a human being. To at--

tack them or their property was like'
attacking her life. Sho would uevei
have allowed a cit-iitur- but in sell to
huvo touched anything thnt belonged
to them."

"A rare fidelity, Lady Ellesmere," I
replied. "Might I ask to see this lady?"

"It would bo of no use," said my in
formant. "Sho can neither hear you
nor speak to you. She is a deaf inuto
and almost imbecile."

"Truly unfortuniito," I murmurcdi
"Still, I should like to sec her, on if we
cannot converse togother. It is part of
my business to leave no stone un-

turned."
"I believe she la out at present," re-

plied Lady Ellemere, "indeed, I am
sure she is, for I buw her go down tho
garden path a few minutes ago. But
hhc will t.oon be back. She Is not strong
enough for long walks. Is there no oua
else you could speak to In the interval,
Mr. Busby?"

"Certulnly.thore is Lady Ellcsnierc.SIr
Charles' wife, 1 menu," I added, seeing
the cloud that row to tho lady's brow,
at the mention of the name.

"But sho only arrhed here yester-
day," she Bald, with her hand upon the
bell.

"Nevertheless, I must see her!" I re-

plied, and Bho rang the bell sharply.nnd
told the servant to conduct mo to tho
presence of Sir Charles' wife. He
ushered mo into another morning room,
where u pretty, graceful young lady ol
ubout eighteen or nineteen received ine
with a certain umount of trepldatioa
which I hatcucd to ulluy.

"Pray do not be nervous, Lady Elles
mere," I said,"I only want to put two or
three questions to you, respecting these
lost jewelB. 1 underHtaud that you only
irrivcu nerc yesterday, i presume
therefore that you havu not sceD
them?"

"0! no! uevcrl" she replied, In
girlish, diilldent way.

"Has Sir Charles ever spoken of them
o you?

"l)es! often. He used to tell mo how
lieifdtiful they were, and of tho manner
n which they hnd come Into tho pos
lesslon of his father from the rnjnh oi
Tiinibore, and that they were to be his,
when Sir ileury died!"

"I suppose ho had never "jhe least
doubt of that?"

"Oi never! He hoB drawn them for
aie so that I might have some idea oi
their shape nnd Hike, nud ho bus often
told me, Jong before wo vvere married,
how he intended to have them set in
order that his future wife might wcat
them."

"Had you heard anything of these
unhappy quurrels with his father,
Lady Elleaiuoru?"

"Sometimes my husband spoke of
them, but not often. The thought ol
them made him too unhappy. Ho wot
ery fond of his father nnd so was his

father of him, until the the othei
Lady Ellesmere came between them!"

"But it has been all hearsay with
you."

"Yes; nil hearsay I"
At this juncture the door t tho room

opened, nnd Sir Clinrles' voice wn
heard, coaxing some one to enter.

"Come along, Julia!" he said; "oome
nlong nnd i.ee Gertrude! Come with
Charlie!"

An uncouth sound, unlike the speech
of human or animal, was uttered in re

"COME AL0JJ0, JULIA I" HE SAID.

ply to this appeal, nnd I saw Ladj
Ellesmere shrink Back a llttlo as she
sold:

"O! Is Ik poor Julia! He la bringing
her in here!"

The next moment the young baronet
uid entered, drugging bv the bund n

most distrossiiig-lookin- g object, in ti c

fchapo of a deformed woman of nbotl
four feet high, with u iargc face and
liead, a repcllant expression, and
ery ugly features. She was clinging

to his hand nnd gazing in his fuce with
a look that wus meant to be affection-
ate, but to me seemed very repulsive;
hut us soonnsEhecaughtslglitof young
Lady Ellesmcro and inysolf, she gave a

sort of nngry scream like that of a
monkey, nnd hobbled quickly away.
Sir Charles entered the room, luughlng.

r Julia cqnnot overcome her
ieolousy of you, Gertrude," he said. "1
cannot get her over the threshold of
the room. She regards jou ns un in-

truder to tho family. Poor llttlo creat-
ure! How terrible it must be to have
no intellect!"

"Is that Miss Craley, Sir Charles, oi
whom the Dowager Lady Ellesmere has
been telling me?" I Inquired.

"Yes. She is an unfortunate mem-
ber of our family, whom my late father
adopted when an infant, nud she has
run loose at The Gables ever sinco. 8he
is almost, It not quite, imbecile. She
can neither speak nor henr und senrce-l- y

understands anything. I believe
Bho understood what my father said
better than anyone elBe, She wnn de
voted to him nnd would sit at his feet

r eating in his face. lam sure
!Bh,enf f Wreath." very fond of you

exclnlu,etl hls wlfe' "That 1b ehe
dislikes me!

"Sho is liko an animal," he replied;
"gho had the same aversion for my step-
mother, just because my father liked
her. Imbeciles .sometimes have very'
k&QDJ .ecl.l"ff?i Jhougji they huve no

9

power1 o'fexpress1ng lh"cnT.M

"This la tiiA Juilv WW somalnrd hi
the i.iu- - tiuruact nuk- mi tnuv
wns ill, then," I said.

"Yes! so I understand, and Is supposed
to hnvo kept a strict guard over tho
rojah's heirloom," said Sir Charles, "I
suppose the dowager told you that.
Hut wlmt dependence Is there to bo
placed on the shnrpness of an idiot,
econ If she could tell us what sho saw or
heard, I consider thut proof utterly
valueless, A dozen peoplo may havo
filtered tho sick chamber whilst Julia
wtiH dozing, und rilled every lock In tho
lih.ee."

"Who clso watched bcsldo the baron- -

ct's bed?" I asked.
"Ooddard, tho butler. lic has been

in the family for forty yonrs, und always
nursed my father in ills lllnewios."

With your leave, then, Sir Charles,
1 should like to examine Uoddurd next."

"With pleusuro. If you will desceud
to tho library, Mr. Busby, 1 will send
him to you."

Bowing to the lady, I left the room
with Sir Charles. We found tliodeformed
woman crouched outside the door with
her eyea eagerly directed towards It,
As the young baronet parsed her, he
placed his hand upon her head.

"Poor Judyl" ho ejaculated kindly,
Tho dwarf seized his hand and kissed
it paHslonately, ut the name time giving
him a look which, to my mind, fully ac-

counted for her jealousy of, and dislike
to, the pretty young wife inside the
room.

"Were I Sir Charles," I thought, "X

shouldn't caro to have Unit evil-mind-

little humpback too neur my wife, lest
she should do her an Injury. Creatures
of tu, sort are often as vicious tut they
nre i.i .y." uut ol course I Kept my
thoui'iiiH to myself.

(ioilunrd entered the library with a
stealthy step und a look of gravo im-

portance. Evidently, ho wns bristling
with news.

"1 am glad you sent for me beforo any
of the other servuuts, sir," he com-
menced, "for I fancy I can put you on a
track that will make their revelations
more significant to yj.u."

"1 am glad to hear it, Mr. Ooddard," 1

replied, "as this cato uppearH to bo

WKllfrrfll'

GODDARD rEAIWn TO MC AND

I.OWKItED HIS VOIRE.

rather a dlfllcult one and wo wr.nt all
the light thrown upon it that is possi-
ble. When did you last boo thesq
jewels?"

"Not for nges nnd nges, sir their
sort of things hnvo no intorci-- t for mo,
end barring that my last master got
them in return for a very gnllrnt no-

tion, I shouldn't never have looked nt
them at nil. But, when a robbery hai
been committed . from a well-know- n

house like the Gables, bo it of jewels ot
anything else It behooves everyone ta
put on his considering cap und think
who iius been ubout the house, and what
they've seen as lias struck them as sus.
plclous, in connection with the circum-
stances. Do you agree with mc, sir?"

"Most certainly I do. You take a
very senslblo view of tho mntter, Mr.
Goddurd. Hnvo you ever seen any sus.
plcious-lookin- g characters about the
Gables of late?"

Goddnrd drew nearer to me, nnd low-
ered his voice.

"Tills here is in confidence, sir. You
wouldn't get mo into n scrupe with thf
young master."

to nn CONTINUED.

Sawed Ills Lee Off.
Thoro wns ono fonturo of an entortnln-i- n

out givon nt a prominent club in Chica-
go which wan not down on the hills and
which created not a Tittle excitement.

It 1h thus described by Tho Itecord:
Thuro had lately been takon into tho club
a ono legKod man. Hu woro an artificial
limb of improved mako and thoro was
hardly a limp in his gait to show that ho
had not two sound legs under him. Of
thoso" who attended tha entertainment on-
ly n few know that ho hnd a wooden leg.
Lato in tho evening, whon tho entortnln- -

iuent began to tnke on a varied hue, a
momhur nroeu und suld ho would do n lit-- i
tie job of amputation just to please, tho
crowd. Ho hroiight tho now member up
to tho coffin table, and stretched him out
on it. Tli on 1m produced n suw. At tills

'' uecauw enns was nip.
posed to bo the ond of a rather ml d joko.

ow Uw su u t0 wor-
- nnil

M U)9 touth Q, t,)0 MW beBnn t0 ,)Ury
tbomt,olvcs In tho log some of tho specta- -

torB cronnod, others woro too amazed to
move or speak and a few attempted to In
terfere and stop tho operation.

Tho surgeon shook them off nnd sawed
on until tbo leg fell off. By that tlmo ev-

ery ono began to seo tha "joko." The sub-
ject had put In nn old log for tho occasion
and didn't mind having It utwed in two,

now It Ilappenrd.
"I'vo got fi conts to spend!" cried Dor-

othy joyously. "I saved It out of my
houthen money thut mamma gave me for
going without buttor."

"But If It wns for the heathen how
could you havo ltf" inqnlrod tho lady to
whom this stntomont was mado.

"Why," replied Dorothy, with n
snillo, "you see, I didn't oat ko

muoh more buttor than iiiammu oxpooted
I wouldn't thnt there wis enough for th
heathen und 6 oents bssldoal" Kxohauge.

Comli-ime- Trnttnumy.
ChiiH. IS, Hood, Broker and Manufac-

turer's Agent, Columbus, Ohio, cortillcs
thut Dr. King's New Discovery Una no
((liiiil us a Couch Heinedy. .1. D. Brown,
Prop. St. James Hotel, Kt. Wayne, Iud.,
testifies that ho was cured of a cough of
two yours' staudlug, caused by La Grippe,
bv Dr. King's Now Discovery. IS. b
Morrill, Duldwilisvllle, Mass., says that
ho hns used nnd recommended it nnd never
know it to full nnd would rather havo It
than nny doctor, because it always cures.
Mrs. Hemming, E. Mth St.. Chicago,
always keeps it at linnd and has no fenr
of Croup, because It instantly relieves,
Frco Trial Bottles at Churchill & St.
John's drug store.

Demi's ItheuinnttoFllU, absolutely cuw
Rheumatism and Nourah'in Entirely
tecotablo. Safe. !SJ,:taw&41w


